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S0OME NEW BOOKS.

The Age of Dryden.

Not to leave out anything which the
dnosl meticulous reader may tiss seems

be a leadint; object with the editors of

w Cambridye History of English Litera-
fure (Putnams), of which the eighth
wolume, he Age of Dryden, is thie latest,
The fulfilment of this purpose tends
meore (o completeness than to readable-
hoes. The contributors have taken pains,
dmubtless under instructions, to remember
fAuite unmeriorable persons.  There is
£ven a whole chapter on “The Progress of
dscience. ” which is of auestionable rele-
vancy to the history of English literaturé
properly so-called, although undoubtedly
the developruent of physies in Charles
IL's time, due in part to that clever
monarch’'s own intelligent curiosity on
the subject which had much to do with
the founding of the Royal Society, had

more influence on poetry. especially upon |

those whom Jolinson curiously called the
“metaphysical posts " most  eapecially

Cowley and Donne. than it has had on of which are so conscientiously enumer- | a hook mostly worth reading and altos |

Itmedlol of Dryden: “Their fhamu.!andthnrouglmm.uwollnhilwulene-.rof which only three of the convivel1

| like those of heroic poetry and fiction in

| general, are the ‘emprises’ and conflicts interested in its subject matter can fall and the guest of honor, William M.

| of absorbing human passions, love, jeal-
|ousy and honor, all raised to a trans-
normal height and expressed with trans-
| normal intensity. Their men and women
are, if the term may be thus applied,
‘supermen’ and ‘superwomen,' and their
| master passions are superlove and super-
honor.” The influence of the Spanish
comedy upon the drama of the Restora-
tion has heen inristed upon from the time
cof Walter Scott's edition of Dryden.
Prof Behelling goes into this question
with great thoroughness and in minute
(and laborious detail and reaches the
conclusion that the Spanish comedy, “the
‘comedy of cloak and sword,” was largely
“imported into England by way of France,
,and that in any case *Spani<h influence
was soon eclipsed by that of France™
What, however, the phrase “drama of the
. Restoration® calls up to the ordinary
reader is not the tragedies of Dryden or
Lee or Otway, nor the Spanish or other
comedies the generally forgotten authors

are very agreeably so, No reader at all
' to read it with pleasure and profit.
| The scheme of the hook, ns has been
suggested, involves the introduction of
much ekippable matter. ‘There is perhaps
no reader of so omnivorous a curiosity
that he will be interested .in all the con-
| tents of this volume, any more than there
is apy who sits down to read an encyclo-
 pedia “through.” But every reader,
having paid his attention to the history of
| what he considers literature during the

age of Dryden, must have some satisfac- |

tion in the consciousness that if he should
ever have a curiosity about the residuary
parta of the volume he has at hand the
means of assuaging the game. The editor
'muet be praised for keeping his “wild
i team”® of contributors so well together,
jor, to vary the figure, in conducting an
| orchestra composed of ambitious soloists
| to so harmonious a result,  There isa por-
"tentous bibliography of a hundred pages,
'over a sixth of the volume, and there is a
| copious index of thirty pages more, It is

Any subscquent period of English poetry. |ated by Professor Bchelling, but the! gether worth having.

The cliupter on “Divines of the Church

remark, nol e bost.oonsiderad remark

in his “History, ™ that to read the English  furnighed the text for Macaulay's article, |
wormons of the seventeenth century one | which is so much better known than any |

mugt either bo u eritie by profession or
“xperience a zealous desive to get his
soul saved.  In tact. though Barrow and
Fillotson and Sherlock amd the rest ure
not to be compared in poctical skensibility
to Jeremy Taylor and tivorge Herbert
of a preceding genoration, nor in stateli-
neas and coemliness of rhetorie to their
own Prouch contemporarios.  Hossuet and
Bourdalous, their works long @ itlasted
themsalves, were eurrent eud familiar
throughoui the vhole of the eightesnth
century, and even well mto the nine-
teenth. as 18 seen by Senator Hoar's
praire, m his autolbnography, of the ser-
monus of Roboert Bouth as moadels of Eng-
lish ntylo

Without question Dryden is the typioal
writer of the period and tsentitled to give
hig name to the Worary age, “an age of
prose and reason,” as Matthew Arnold
valls 1t 10 eontradistinetion to the pre-
cading Elizabethun age of poetry and
gentis. Dryden has been so much and
w0 waell written about, from Johnson to
Arnold, that Dr. Ward's task in endeav-
ering to say eotmeiing about him which
rhould be pegotiably now as well as essen-
tially true, was nparticularly diffieult.
He has discharged himee!f of it very well

He must be a specialist 1 Dryden, who |

does not tind enough of novelty in this
digeussion to interest Lim, while the
verisimihitude of the portrait commends
itself to readers in proportion to their
familiarity with the original. There is
cecasionally a #troke of affectation in
the diction =& wlhen we read that "it
would not serve any purpose todwell upon
the general morigeration of Diryden.”
Probably not, but the opinion would be
more convineing if delivered like a man
of thisworld. Such freaks are, however,
rare, and the rcader’s attention is not
often diverted from the matter to the
manner. The narrative part is wéll and
alearly done; the critical often acute and
ruggestive Dryden's gift, long ago em-
rhasized, and in 1's degree peculiar to
him among English poets, of “arguing
n verze,” is clearly brought out  “Abgo-
i»m and Achitophel,” says the commenta-
ter, is written “after the fashion of a
great parliamentary orator,” who shows
‘a consciotisness of the possibility that
the political situation may change.” This
consciousness tends to candor, and it
is unjust to Dryden to call him a trimmer
because he has the candor and also the
penatration to perceive what ig to be said
on the other side. qualities which indeed
make him all the more formidable as a
sontroversialist  The fnal word about
Nryden, in all his manifestations, seema
to be that which Dr. Ward quotes from
2 previous critic. He “had a sovereign
mtellect but a subject will.™ Al the
game, it is as impossible to conceive the
age of Dryden without Dryden as the
Tlizabethan drama without Shakespeare.
Tt is trues of him than it was of Guldemith,
m the language of Johnson's epitaph,
that “there was hardiy any kind of writ-
ing whicn Le did not touch, and that he
touched nothing which he did not adorn.”
Cnglish verse, English pross, English
drama, woiald one aud all have been
wagker and less interesting in his genera-
tion and in the generation following but
tor him, in spite of his tergiversation and

Jhig “mi rigeration™ of which the very

buthos is quoted here:

How will sweet Ovid's ghost be pleased o hear

His famne augmented by an English peer,

The change in the Euglish drama from
hefore the Puritan until ufter the Resto-
ration. like all the other literary manifes-
tations of the period, has heen often
treatel hefore, But readers most famil-
jar with the previous writings on the sub-
jsct will find interesting the three chap-
tars on “The Nestoration Drama,” which
have boen respectively contributed by
Prof. Schelliing of the University of
Vennsyivaunia Mr. Whibloy and Mr,
Bartholemew. The es:sential distinction
between the drama of the Restoration
und the drama before the Rebellion is
that the former was a popular and the
latter. 8o to speak, an official drama.
The players of Shakespeure's time were
for the most part whut in modern theatri-

cul slang would be known as *barnstorm- |

ers.” Strollers or domiciled, they had to
meet the popular demand uas strictly as
a modern theatrical company has to do,
After the Restoration the drama was a
fashionable function, an appendage of
“society” und in the first place of that
heart of society which was the court.
Hence came all the subordinate differ-
onces hetween the plays and the play-
wrights of the two periods. Shake-
speare i# tuken out of the competition hy
the genius which fsolated him. But the
differcnce batween the common run of
Elizabethan dramatists aud their suyo-
ecessors of the next generation but one
was mainly a difference in the require-
mants of their audiences, a matter of sup-
ply apd demand. The drama was Gal-
licized, #o far as It was becauss it had
heen first officialized. The appeal was
no longer to the peopla but to the fush-
jonahle cirels.

Dryden in one of his moments of
‘morigeration” had the face to lay it
down that “the court” was the only pluce
from which sound criticism was to be ex.
pectad In fact the influence exerted
by such a court as was that of Charles the
Becond was destructive 1o the morality
of the Engheh srage. which, as Macaulay
hag pointed out. was essentially quite
sound when the populace was the
tribunal to which the drama appealed,
and equally njurious te e intellee-
sl Berionsness Instead of holding
the wirror up to nature it reflectad the
wWnfcantios and conventiona of the set
of sophi=tbaivd peoplo to whom it ub-

mitted ol tor Judgment.
aually nootragede and t‘ﬂmn’d_v,
Waid ia

And this |18 one with which the author is pec
Dy, [fAtted to deal. 1or I8 peculiarly
Iy wdevdlyy of the “Lepoie® | disagreeably in evidence, while bi- paticuce

| comedies of Wycherly, Congreve,

tists”™ whose works were reprinted and
edited by Leigh Hunt, whose republication

{ other publication on the subiect,

} To go over again ground once traversed
'hy the most popular of reviewers is as
discouraging a task as to undertake to
rewrite one of Johnson's “Lives, " in the
face of which latter undertaking several
of the eontributors to this volume, notably
the authors of the chapters on Dryden
and Butler, exhibit a becoming shame-
facedness. To be sure, Johnson has
Calso written about Congreve, by no means
Lone of the best of the “Lives,” though it
was not in this sketch but in a talk re-
corded by Boswell that he made the
rather fatuous assertion of the superiority
of a description in “The Mourning Bride”
over anything of the same kind in Shake-

3 » 3, - i
speinre, an unjucky assertion which Pen | of Wia betore an impartial publie, which |

tdenois and Warrington employad to dis-
credit Johnson as a critic to the amazed
«Uol. Newcome and which Mr. Whibley,
| the author of the clapter on the “Comic
| Dramatists,” does not hesitate to cite to
the mame effect.  The chapter is an ad-
mirable one, perhaps the most readable
'in the book excepting the sume author's
chapter on the “Court Poete.™ Mr
Whibley has the enviable power of retro
jectng himse!f mto the period about
| which he is writing, a power which i
worth so much more than the laborious
collation of documentary evidence about
it when the question is of understanding
i Hin enthusiasm about Congreve goes
far to make even the unsympathetic
| reader comprehend Congreve's contem
| porary vogue. Of Mrs.  Millamant  in
| *The Way of the World" the eritic says:
“she is no profile painted up on paper and
fitted with tags. Her creator has made
her in three dimensions " A creation
| which makea this impression upon a
| modern of two hundred years and more
later must surely be more than most
readera suppose.  Mr. Bartholemew, who

Otway and Lee and the rest of the “heroic
dramatists.” Drydan alone excepted,
are for the present generation dead be-
yond the liope of resuscitation, much
more effectively dead than the authors
of the court comedies.

In the chapter on “The Court Poets”

comprehension or the same compre-
hensive sympathy as in the chapter on
the comic dramatists  ‘That is to say.
he comprehends much and he pardons
all among those loote lyrists. 1t remains
'rather a puzzle why he putd  Kochester
| 80 much above the rest ol those lascive
(rioterg, unless it be agumin svinpathy for
the one of them who did not have time
'to purge sack and live cleanly. Quite

notoriously the ascriptions of the lyrics |

of the Restoration are likely to be incor-
rect, the “fame” their writers sought
being exclusively recognition within their
own social circle.  Almost as often as not
| verses ascribed to one “person of quality”
'are as likely to have Lwen written by
another. The internal evidence of style
" ean be invoked only in the case of a writer
tof marked individuality, and no one of
"the court poets had enough of that to
identify his verses, Rochester no more
'than half a dozen others from whom
| to the ordinary reader he is indistinguish-
!able, But the chapter is unfailingly
| interesting all the same,

The “legal literature” of the Restora-
tion, as of most other perioda, will strike
| the lay reader as not literature at all,
|and Prof. Hearnshaw's chapter upon it
| ia misplaced in the present volume. Yot
it is in fact a rapid and masterly sketch
of the development of the common law
(to and through the reign of Charles IT.
 That was not a barren period in which
! Sir Matthew Hale and Selden flourished,
{and which saw a persistent and success-
' ful struggle to make use of the royal neces-
sities to limit the royal prerogative, The
' habeas corpus act, it ought not to he for-
. gotten, is technically “81 Chas. 11, . 2.*

, One of the most sensible acts of the Long
Parliament was the resolution, taken in
1850, that English instead of dog Latin and

,dog French should bhe the language of
the law. Up to that time Latin was sup-

| posed to be the language of the records
and French of the pleadings. Prof. Hearn-

[nhlw gives a spacimen of the harbarous

| caninity into which each had degenerated
| A man was sclemnly indicted “quia te-
| theravit vaccam apud watermill,” and
the Chief Justice “fuit assault la condemne

[pur felony que puis son condemnation
!joc! un brickbat que narrowly mist,” in
’whlch statement, you will ohserve, dog
{ French is complicated with spelling re-
{form. After the Reatoration, naturally,
|any precedent set under the Rebellfon
| wan sure of being overthrown, and records
and pleadings reverted to their respective
jargons for several generations more,

In a Cambndge history of English
literature one would expect a more vol-
uminous exposition than in a history
originating anywhere else of the “pPla-
tonists and Latitudinariana® of the seven-
teenth oentury. One is not disappointed
}Onu would expect, or perhaps rather
,apprehend, in any history an exhaustive
discussion of “The Diarists,” though such a
discussion can hardly attract readers
who are pot already readers of Evelyn
and Pepys, and to such readers will he
largely superflous. A chapter which could
not be foreseen excepting by readers of
the previous volumes ix Profl. Sainthury's

 “Prosody of the Seventeenth Century *
In conjunction with previous :-lmphl,-,._

| and with the subsaquent chapters which
| may be expected, this will form a complote

'and connected history of English versifi.

| eation, well worthy of the sepurate publj-
cation for which it may be axsumed to he
|destined  Littie systematic attention hus

[heen pald to the subject heretafore It

Hia omniscience is pot,

Van-!
af Fugland ™ may seem to some readers | brugh and Farquhar, the “comic |irmnu-{
" equally negligible, and may recall Taine's

Mr Whibley ehows the same svimpathetic |

\ ————
Oncar Wilde,
Axruvr Ransosme had  already

made sone reputation as narrator and
ras critic by hig study of Poe when it was

I Mr

| put into his heart to write Oscar Wilde,
la Critical Study (Mitchell Rennerley).
O the good Emersonian principle that
| “what attracts my attention shall have it,”
| he was perfectly entitled to choose hia
jown subject for a second critical study,
tand it is idle to quarrel with his choice,
[ however much one may be persuaded
that he might have used the time and
| thought the study cost hitn to better
Liddvantage. There are even clements of
(felicity in the selection.

tual achievement. He described himself
ax primarily *a poet.” His poetry has
been longer than any othoer literary work

has decided, and irrevocably as it seems,
that if he was a poet at all, with his re-
{ handling of old subjectsand his*stretched
metre of an antique song®  even in new
|ones, he was very minor. His con-
| sciously =ubtle and hjghly sophisticated
prose, for the most part fugitive and
ephemeral in its purpose, has even fewor
elements of permanence than the verse
The playsare “thething.” They have had
sucvesses since the playwright's death
(such as they never enjoyed during his
life. 11 isidle to deny that their success
| wis to a considerable degree a “success
of scandal . ® They gained the stage, in
great part at least, by reason of the enri-

romity of the playgoing public as to what |

Tkind of plays a man who had lad their
jauthor's kind of life would be likely to
produce and in some part held it by the
| sume extrinsic attraction.

; Doubtless  there was something in
Hthem: o contintance of that rattling
[ mmterchange of quips which animates the
comedies of Shakespeare and has con-
jtinaed through Congreve and his con-
Itemporaries in the next century

Loty drama ® Al but =Salome,” which
halds of o quite diferent tradition and

Pwhich is a melodrama  written, as the |

{present oritie is tain to own, in rather
[habyish French, and owing its whole
| force 1o the directness with which it
presents an extremely grisly situation
The exeception which this constitutes
famong Wilde's plays is constituted among
poerns by the *Balind of Reading
Jail” i wlach his prison life is presente |
with a crude realisii in as strong con-
trust as possible to the imitative and
sophisticated  execution  of the verse
upon which he prided himselt so much
more, bt which makes nothing like
wo wstrong an appeal, even to the
cultivated  and  fastidions roaders  to
whom his appeal commonly lay, The
preciosity . of  his prose waa as much
againat its effect as the preciosity of his
versea when he had anything in view
beyond  the weaving of verbal pat-
jterna. His biographer flatters him by
imagining that Wilde's *“urbane” and
roundabout method of eonducting his
controversies with his crities gave them
{acute pain. But there is no evidence to
that effect, and it is very unlikely. Swin-
burne, whose polemical *note.” to bhe
sure, was hy no means urbanity, once
wrote a volume, "Under the Microscope,”
for the expresa purpose of giving pain
to Robert Buchanan. But it is inconceiva-
ble that it inflicted &» much pain upon
that blustering Scotchman as was in-
flicted by Edmund Yates's blunt aceusa-
| tion of ingratitude: *1 bought him bread
for Lis stomach and sulphur for his back."”

Wilde was a brilliant scholar at Oxford,
who might, by mere conformity to the
cloistered world, have attained almost
any academical distinction, together with
an assured livelihood. Nobody who met
Ilnim in riper yeara could see him as a don.
He could not see himself in that capacity.

of gneking in London a more sensational
success.  Whatever he did he had to make
his living by. He could not, like the
Bunthorne that Gilbert modelled after
him,” “be content to exist beautifully "
without first making sure how he was to
exist at all. A born poseur, he took up
the pose of mstheticism, dressed the
part, and attracted enough attention to
make it worth while for Du Maurier to
caricature him in Punech and for Gilbert
to weave “Patience” about him. But this
notoriety was not vyet of an income
producing kind. *There was nothing
in it.*
was D'Oyly Carte, who desired rather than
expected an American success for “Pa-
tience™ equal to its English sucoess, who
sent Wilde to America to show the Ameri-
cans what the English were laughing at.
Hi# hiographer says in extenuation that
although “he wanted the money® he “was
abla to persuade himself that he had
really been chosen to represent the aw-
thetic movement to the American people
on account of his book of poems.” Non-
sense! His poems were unknown to the
Amcrican people until his fantastio per-
sonality brought them into demand. He
came to market his notoriety, his notori-
ety as & butt. He came as the Postle-
thwaite of Puneh, the Bunthorne of “Pg-
tience. ”

On hiaarrival in New York he announced
hindisappointment with the Atlantic ocean
which moved the St. James (fazette to ob-
serve that “a great calumity had befallen
u vonsiderable body of water.” Having
{delivered himeelt of this sentiment and

informed the custom house oMcers that he
thad nothing to declars but hin geniys,
Che disappeared from the ken of the pe-
porters for twentysfour hours or so. The
ravening of his first day on shore was in
|fuct spent at the Merchants Club in
| Lwonard street at w dinner of vight given
lhy Williatn Henry Hurlbert, who justly
concluded that nobody would think of
| pursuing the reaearch of the wsthets to
Wb temvibe A Bvlsarkubly dioues it was,

There is un- |
|clnuhtudly more curiosity now than there |
ywas during Wilde's lifetime about his |
Lintelleetual endowiment and his intellee- |

and |
writes the third chapter of the “Rectora- | (hrough Sheridan in that still following |
tion Drama, " has an ungrateful tark, for | ¢, furnish the staple of the British “so-| A Book of Seoundrels (E. PP Dutton & cently released from the drudgery of a

It seems quite a deliberato choice he made |

According to Mr. Ransome, it !

survive. The five others were the host
go to execution more intrepidly than in
England.® The gallows, that “stern test
of artistry,” as Mr. Whibley calls i, has
been the cause of a blot on more than one
almost flawlessly
but few have come to it so cringingly as
Maclaine. The majority have erred only
in the finer points of behavior, have been
betrayed into nothing more serious than
an overtouch of bravado or the bromid-
ism of a twenty fourth hour convers.on,
But Maclaine whined and shufMed like the
coward he was. That was two centuries
ago, but it is pleasant to think that even
at this late date the distinguished title
of “Gentleman Highwayman” has been
snatched away from so unworthy md in-
adequaty a claimant.

Inevitably Mr. Whibley finds happiness
only in contemplating the past, especially
the Augustinian age of the seventeenth
century, when it was something of an
honor to be robbed by a master hand, and
when noble ladies showered their favors
on imprisoned kinge of the road. Follow-
ing those wonderful days came the epoch
of the pickpocket, and after it the reign
of housebreaking, which in its tincture
of vulgarisin foreshadowed the decline
which was to come. None of the arts are
in so sad a condition to-day as this time
honored one which came into existence
with the beginnings of property holding.
The supporter of classic tradition may
rail at the modernism which produces
music without melody, pictures that you
think must surely by mistake have been
hung upside down and novels that are
rociological tracts embellished with ob-
servations of the clinic, but your sym-
pathy does not rush out to him as to Mr.
Whibley, who, awaking from his dreams
of a time when ex-cavalier highwaymen
went forth to rob in the splendor of a
coach and four, looks about him and seos
the honor of .he profession resting on the
shoulders of sober gentlemen who from
the prosaic stronghold of a mahogany
furnished office conduct commonplace
depredations upon the hoard of the widow
and the rural parson.

In that glorious century of English
history which followed the defeat of the
Armada the .chievements of British
highway robbera reached a point of brill-
juncy never before attained and since
then unequalled,  James Hind, whom
Mr. Whibley capably selects as the Mas-
ter Thief of England, tha Virgil of the
Pad. was born in 1818, His genius was of

Evarts, William . Whitney and Sam
Ward. The guest of honor waa dressad
like other people except for his long hair,
hia knee breeches and buckles and his
'silk stockings. His countenance waa
distinotly repulsive by reason of his thick,
loose and lolling underlip. But he
tpromptly lived it down with his talk.
Occacionally he flew a mild paradox,
| but the staple of his contributions to the
conversation was what Disraell called
“aneccdotage.” It was agreed by his
commensals that they had never met a
hetter atoryteller in his quiet and un-
demonstrative way, without any attempt
at mimiory and depending largely for hin
effect upon the verbal niceties which he
concooted or quoted. It war during this
visit that, at the instigation of Hurlbert,
he contributed to the World a signed
notioe of the first appearance of “the
| Jersey Lily," whose advent shortly suc-
ioaodnd his own, a notice rhapsodizing
over the beauty of the newcomer and
| prudently ignoring her histrionic claims.

| The story of Wilde's life and of the
' suddenners with which it was changed
|from light comedy to ghastly tragedy
is very well told by Mr. Ranronw, told
at once plainly and discreetly. As for
{the criticism, it seems suficient to say
| that it produces throughout the effect
| of inflation, of exaggeration. It is of
a minuteness which would befit a subject
several sizes larger than the actual sub-
| ject. To turn from the criticism to the
| worka it is about, mainly elegant trifles,
| is to experience a sudden sense of shrink-
| age. “No man's life was crossed by Wilde's
without experiencing a change." Thiws
is quite absurd, if meant in any other
| sense than that in which would be Iruni
of any human being, and it is a specimen
of the manner in which the whole dis-
cussion is keyed up. There is a remark
of Wilde's own, quoted here, which is
more to the purpose hoth as literary
and as personal criticism than all the
excessive seriousness with which Mr. Ran- |
some takes him and his works. *“What
| the paradox was to me in the sphere of
. thought, perversity became to me in
the realm of passion.” It seemed like
breaking a butterfly on a wheel for Brit-
ish justice to lay its heavy hand upon
this sportive and perverse paradoxzer.
Really, it seems almost like breaking
him on a wheel afresh to bring this seri-
ousneas of analysis aud considerntion
to his intellectual gymtions. To be re-
membared as the original of Postle-
thwaite, the originu! of Bunthorne, may
not be an ambition of much dignity; but
it is the pleasantest and most harmless
remembrance that ean be retained of
 Oscar Wilde. 1t is likely to be also the
mos. enduring,

sess intuitively the facility which the less
generously endowed acquire only after
patient study.

and bonhomie which afterward became
synonymous with his nume. He was little
more than a boy when participation in
a drunken brawl necessitated his firat
inight in jail. This trifling event proved

AStudy of Some Eminent Scoundrels, | to be one of the happiest circumstances of
Mr. CHARLES WHIRLEY is to be felici- [ his life.for it brought him to the attention
tated upon his lively and edifying studies | ©f Robert Allen. a highwayman of very
in a phase of artistic endeavor "hich.I"'""‘M""‘M“ talents and ability. Saga-
in this degenerate age, has been ‘-ut“a,-.|v.iuuu and observing, Allen quickly de-
ized by its craftemen and robbed of its | tected the promise of his fellow prisoner,
ancient honor and distinction through the | and upon their release gave him his first
spirit of carping bourgeois morality and | oppertunity to prove his natural aptitude
hypocrisy into which we are sunk. In for the trude. The young lad, only re-

| Co.) Mr. Whibley discloses himeell as 4 | butcher’s apprentice, was detailed to hold
connoisseur of the delicate urt of thievery [up u traveller on Shooter's Hill. “There
in its various branches of highway rob- | was no falter in his voice, no hint of inex-
bery, pocket picking, housebreaking and | perience in his manner,” Mr. Whibley says,
the like. He brings to the task of properly | “when he shouted the battle ery, ‘Stand
appreciating and estimating the Michel- | and deliver!” The horseman, fearful of
angelo, the Shakespeare and the Velas- | his life, instantly surrendered a purse of
quez of & most ancient art the nice dis- | ten =overcigns, as to the most practised
erimination, the aprightly wit and the de- | assailant on the road. Whereupon Hind,
lightfully unmnoral pagan spirit of art for with a flourish of ancient courtesy, gave
art's sake necessary for s happy ac- him twenty shillings to bear his charges.
complishment. ‘The contemplation of | ‘This' said he, ‘is for handsale sake'; and
this art, the study of its basic principles, | thus they parted in mutual compliment

of the manifestations of genius in its ex- | and content.”
ponents, is not for the serious minded, | Hind never departed from the en-
the purposeful seekers after “culture ™ | lightened method of his initial effort.  His
Let those good souls continue to haunt jaim was always for self-improvement
the Louvre and the Prado, armed with the | and more perfect aristry. Success and
volumes which give infallible recipes for |
a correct understanding of masterpivees. | of greatnoss, which in his cuse reached a
To appreciate the brilliant workmanship | point where it was a distinction to have
of a master of housebreaking or a Paga- | been robbed by the master and where inno-
nini of pocket picking, onemust bottle up | cent persons were happy if they could in-
a New Fngland conscience even more | vent an ingenious enough account of their
securely than for the enjoyment of a |own victimizing to accord with his repu-
performance of “S8alome.” There must | tation, left his ivner! unturned.  He became
be no shuddering at bloodshed, no in- | neither reckless nor overrapacious. His
trusion of old fashioned seruples as to the [ delight was to use his strength in behalf
sacredness of property.  Rather youmust | of the oppressed and to outwit the miser
 view the performance with the squint jand the usurer. He was, Mr. Whibley
j of the wiclder of the brush and consider | gavs, both a philosopher and a huamorist.
(eritically, Was it necessary? Was it |"Disgrace not yoursell for small sums,
prettily done, consistently done, without j but aim high, and for great ones,” was
bungling or grossneas? his favorite maxim; “the least will bring
These are the tests of artistic excellence. | you to the gallows.” He was hoth re-
Naturally the true genius of villainy | #ourceful and versatile. He could match
. handles his talent with restraint. Wanton | the texts of a Roundhead with apt quota-
| erime, unnecessary murder, rapacious |tions from the pronouncements of the
{rnbbory. are revolting to hia delicate sen- | wiaest of men, or he could deliver to a
| ibilitien. The shining ornaments of the ( cultivated and fat pursed traveller an
- profession of highway rohbery, that most | elegant and eloquent oration on  the
| pietureaque branch of the art we are con- | philosophy of gold. A complete recital
| sidering, never approached a lady with-|of exploits which demonstrated the readi-
| out a compliment, never robbed hgr of fness of his wit would fill & good sized
her sentimental trinkets, never left a gen- | volume. One fine morning, sallying forth
 tleman on the road with funds insufficient | in quest of ndventure, he came upon two
'to carry him to his destination in comfort, | gentlemen's servants and relieved them
and never molested the slender pocket of |of a neat sum. Riding forward he over-
| the poor man. Mr. Whibley expounds all | took a parson considerably fuddled from
:the rulea and considerations which should |a convivial wedding celebration. “Sir,"
govern this branch of connoisseurship. | sald Hind to that worthy, “1 am closely
i His researches have made him something | pursued by robbers. You, I dare awear,
| of an jconoclast. He is desirous above all | will not stand by and see me plundered,”
| thinge to see justice meted out to all, and | and he quickly thrust his pistol into the
| takes a pride in displaying the clay feet | hand of the holy man, bidding him fire at
| of certain idols in roguery whose facility | the first comer, while he, Hind, would
!for melf-advertisement enabled them to|hurry for assistance. Presently the two
dupe the unthinking into exalting them |plundered servants came along and the
| above abler and modester men. These | jarson, mindful of the injunction given
| wera the playboys, the braggarts who|him, fired wildly and flung the pistol in
| boasted of deedn they had not the courage | the face of one of the newcomers. “Thus,”
says Mr. Whibley, “the parson of the parish

| to perform.

There was James Maclaine, who has|was dragged before the magistrate, while
been honored, most unjustly, as Mr. | Hind, before hia dupe could furnish an
Whibley thinks, with the title of “Gentle- | explanation, had placed many a mile be-

man Highwayman.” He was the idol of |tween himself and his adversary.”
the eighteenth century, the spoiled dar-| ‘This truly remarkable man, in common
!llng of fashion of the age, yet the truth|with many of his calling, was a stanch
about him, we are told, ia that a meaner, | supporter of the Stuarts. Nothing gave
more white livered creature never lived. | him so much pleasure as to trim a Round-
Far from being a gentleman and a man of | head. His reputation as a devoted royal-
courage, he was a middle class provinclay, | ist, however, does not rest solely upon his
who wore his clothea like a valet dressed | proclivity toward plundering Oliver's fol-
in his master's finery, and whose most | lowers, & circumstance which might eas-
{ly bLe attributed to professional enthus|-

daredevilish exploit coneisted in holding
asm. He fought with the Stuart forces in

horses’ heads while an accomplice per-
formed the dellcate task of obtaining the | Scotland and with the future Charles II.
at the battle of Worcester, where he was

purses. Even in his historic encounter
| with the great Walpole, upon which his | wounded and captured by the army of the
Commonwealth. He wuaa tried for trea-

fame {8 based, he committed the unpar-
donable soleciam of discharging his pistol | son, hung, drawn and quartered, and his
remains used to decorate the walls of the

at the head of an innocent man. M.,
Whibley holds that such a breach of good | city of Worcester in the pleasing fashion
| form, an act of impulse which undoubt- | of that age. Sentimentalists will perhaps
| edly disclosed the true nature of the so- |rejoice that this dashing hero, who went
| called urtist, ought to have disgraced the to the gallows as gayly as he ever ap-
{ perpetrator for life, and further, that the | proached a lady's coach, died in the ser-
“uhﬁmun letter of apology which followed ' vice of the cavalier king, but from a more
it, protesting that if the unmannerly pimol | judicial point of view it is rather to he
shot had proved fatal there was another | regretted.  As Mr. Whibley BUggosta
waiting for Maclaine himself, would never | whale there wero thousands of loyal royal-
huve made a ripple in the talk of the town Ists, (here was but one Captain Hind, and
if it had not been for Walpole's wit when It seoms & pity that fate should not have
:lw replied: “Can | do less (han way 1 will allowed his death, as well s his life, to
{ be hanged if he is?" Maclaine blundered be accredited to the glory of the profes-
at the grest opportunity of his life, but hix sion which he elevated 1o
approach to death was even more pitiably i #gain attained,
ivmtistic. There was uothlvg w it to

rupport the boast of the nobleman who‘
said that “in no country do malefactors
. Cutpurse, who might be called,
‘sionally, the George Sand, the

crmsistent reputation, |

a standard never |

With u genvrosity nut always displayed historios,

by masculine
full recognition to the

Queen
' Elizabeth of her wor'd. “The most il-|
! Justrious woman of an illustrious age,”
he says of her, and follows with a glowing
| account of the career of the “incomparable
' Roaring Girl,” the toast of the poets, the
' companion of Ben Jonson and his wits. |
| Tradition has it that Moll came into the
| world with her fist doubled and manifested
the disposition of a tomboy even in her
oradle, History offers few examples of as
complete a subjugation of sex as in the
lite of this heroine. By the time she had
reached young womanhood she had de-!
veloped a taste for the lusty sport of bear |
baiting, in contrast to the gentle occupa- |
tion of sampler making, then the mode for |
young women. Her father's propoual
to apprentioe her to a decorour saddler
produced suchatornadoof rebellion that |
she was packed on hoard a slave ship,
bound for Virginia, Escaping before the |
ship weighed anchor, she most naturally |
turnad for assistance and advice to friends |
|won during her visits to the Bear Garden. |
, Her perronality was already remarkable
enough to make her a valuable acquisi-
tion to the gang of cutpurses and pick-
pockets who found relaxation and amuse-
ment at that rendezvous. Of these (wo
arts, the first had been brought to per-|
| fection and the second was heginning to
{ he practised with considerable elegance,
| “Once again,” says Mr. Whibley, “was
genius born into a golden age.” It roon
developed, however, that Moll, while by
no means clumsy, lacked the delicacy of
touch essential for the finest work. Her
genius lay rather in planning and etrategy
than in execution. She was always a
diplomatist rather than a general, we are
told. From the seclusion of her sitting
room sghe directed the operations of the
men. She became first the leader and
then the autocrat of the gang. And she
built up a remarkable, reacting system
Iby which she reaped the fruits of both
war and diplomacy. Mr. Whibley de-|
acribes graphically this phase of the
industry. “She planned the robberies
which defter hande achieved ™ he says,
*and, turning herself from cly filer to fence,
she received and changed to money all
the watches and trinkets stolen by the
| gang. Were a citizen robbed upon the !
{ highway, he straightway betook himself |
‘to Moll, and his property was preseutly
' returned him at a handsome price. Her
! house, in short, became a brokery. Hither |

the superlative order which seems to pos- | the blades and dicers hrought their hur-{’ "'."_‘ h" we Bt N s enotinods traffie,
Wil

1ohtmm. and sought th: ransom; hither
| came the outraged victima to buy aguin

His first encounter with | the jewels and rings which thievish fingers | Chinese evinee po interest, as there are
 traveller was marked by all the polish | had pinched. With prosperity her method | no forests in this country.

| improved, until at last her statesmanship
! controlled the remotest details of the craft,
| Did one of her gang get to work over-
‘night and carry off a wealthy swag. she
' had due intelligence of the afair betimes |
next morning, so that, furnished with an
! inventory of the booty, she might make a
{ just division. or be prepared for the ad-
! vent of the rightful owner.” Wonderful
woman! Napoleon must have admired |
her and Talleyrand viewed her achieve-
ments with reepect. You shudder at the
thought that had she been born inour day
she would, as Mr. Whibley suggests, have |
become a “pioneer.” | ave found no mnr-l
effective outlet for her energies than the

leadership of a parade.

Sentiment was too soft a thing to ap-
peal 1o this being, who, as the present
historian says, was neither man nor woman |
and vet both. Adorers she had in abun- |
dance, but she would tolerate neither hus-
band nor lover. Appropriately, for Moll's |
genius turned into friends those who in |
the natural course of events would have |
been enemies, The suitor honored with |
the closest platonic friendship and esteem I
was a certain Ralph Briscoe, clerk of New-
gate. They would have made a brilliant '
| pair, for Mr. Whibiey admits Briscoe into !
lhis hall of fame for scoundrels. Small |
! and hollow chested, with stooping shoul- |
! ders and ratlike eyes, Ralph, nevertheless, !

| that turned his face toward the Holy Land |
{and a brain as cunning as the cleverest |
rascal in Newgate. It took a brave man
to woo Moll at the time of his meeting
with her. “The Roaring Girl was no more |
young, and years had not refined her char-
acter unto gentleness,” Mr. Whibley mays,
“It was still her habit to appear publicly
in jerkin and galligasking, to smoke to-
bacoo in contempt of her sex [Moll claimed
the distinetion of being the first woman to |
smoke the weed|and to fight her enemies, |
with a very fury of insolence. In stature
she exceeded the limping clerk by a head,
and she could pick him up with one hand
like a kitten. Yet he loved her, not for
any grace of person, nor beauty of fea-
ture, nor even because her temperament
was undaunted as his own. He loved her E
for that wisest of reasons, which is no rea-

son at all, because he loved her. In his

eyes she waa the queen, not of migrule, i
but of hearta.”

It would be flattering British pride too
much to give the impression that all of |
Mr. Whibley's notables were born on the |
soll of merry England. France, that land |
where the humblest artisan iz an artist, '
produced Louis-Dominique Cartouche, !
who ranks below Casar and Napoleon in
ambition but not in the genius of success
“Whatever he would attain was his on the
instant,” says Mr. Whibley, “nor did fail-
ure interrupt his career until treachery, !
of which he went in perpetual terror, in-
volved himself and his comrades in ruin.”
It was Cartouche who conceived the plan
of having his assistants go into service
in the houses of the nobility, both to recon-
noitre and to avert suspicion, while hel
himself prudently never slept two nights
in the same house. Even when his fame
was terrorizing Paris so that the King
trembled in his bed, the incognito was so
perfectly preserved that none could de-
scribe Cartouche's personal appearance,
Treachery brought him to prison, but in
the austere surroundings of a cell his
ready wit, his gracious and polished man-
ner, his splendid courage drew the eyes of
the world to him as his achievements had
when he was known as the “scourge of
Paris." A clever but unsuccessful en-
deavor to escape added notoriety. CGreat
lords and ladies smiled upon him, his
photograph was the most familiar object
in the homes of the city and his prototype
appeared simultaneously on the stage uri
the Francais and the [taliens. Cartoucha !
deeplsed the well bred patronage and
viewed the comedy at the Italiens as an
insult. A threat of the vengeance of his'
followersbrought this temerarious theatri. |
oal venture to a sudden end.  Ridicule was |
an indignity which his proud spirit would '
not endure. He died consistently, with. |
out the weakness of a confession or the
hypocrisy of a conversion, ‘

We have given but the briefest aketches
of a few of Mr. Whibley's celebritivs. 1 he
reader will want to know George Barring-
| ton, the monarch of pickpockets; Bixteon-

' Btring Juck, with his talent for advertlse-
ment; Deacon Brodie, who defined hang-
(ing an “a leap into the dark,” and Charlos
| Peace, that most vonscieniious artist of
housebreaking, whose two diversions
were religion and violin playing Their
toguiher with thoye of & uumber |

W

oritics, Mr. Whibley glvu'ofothm.mpmud oleverly and vnep.
ability of Moll tainingly. Mr. Whibley deserves 1, 1.
profes- congratulated upon his wuccessful ey e

into the province made famous by ‘I limas
De Quincey

FOREIGN NOLS.

Fram Congular aned Trode ey ¢

An American breakfast food margfye.
turer i in Hawnall Investieatin:
plant with the view of putting on the e,
ket 0 new food product made therefreoy
Taro 18 a tropleal plant, Frown Iy e

islands of the Pacific, where it fion
u wrincipal tood.  Tte starchy, ster |y
tuberoum root Is now bolled or 1

o,
ade into heead or Inta poll B fosn o
product. The young leaves and tonss
lonf stalka  ave need  pespectively .
epinach and asparagus,

Cassava, or mandioe, anather stoche
tubor which prows agbandently (o e o
cal Amerlea, might aleo prove valualve
for converston into hroatefast foode o
gava hag lone been ®old In faked {om
in Indla. Bananas and plantalng sve qla,
now flaked and eriaped, samples of toasreg
plantain flakes from the Dominlean Ra.
public belng among the exhibits at 1y,
bureau of manufactures In Washington

Yery Mttle chewing gum I8 At presan
eold In China, at Teast that ix troe o0
the north, None of the husiness houssa
in Tientsin carry it In stock. This W
because thers are comparatively few
Americans In China, and forelgners of
other natlionalitles are not particularly
addicted to the ciewing gum habit,

There are perhaps 3,000 forelgners, ox.
cluding soldiers, In the varlous conees.
slons at Tientsin. About 120 of thes
nre Americans.  The Japanese come first
in numbers and the Britleh next; nelther
of these nationalitles use chewing gum.
Whether the Chinese would take kindly
to it if it were introduced 13 o question
that can be anlved only by exneriment,

The use of clgaretter in China I8 In.
erensing rapidly among the natives, and
it s possible that if the same methods
were ueed to Introduce chewing gum It
would have a similar success. The Brit.
fsh-American Tobacco Company entered
this fAeld several years ago, With head-
quarters In Ehanghal, 1t has established
laree houses in each of the treaty porte

From these travelllng mon are sent
through the citles and towns of the in-
terfor, placarding the walle with hugs
Mustrated posters  printed  in Chinese.
Thege salesmen distiinte sample pack-
ages of cigarctler on the stecetq, giving
awat many thousands as an advertise.
ment, and then arrange with some nativa
me=chont to eavey o stoek of thelr goods
By thoeae effective and onergetic methods

I steadliy growing.

TForegtry 12 n subject In which the

The Cireat
Plain, on which Tientsin 18 located, never
had forests, Lelng entirely of delta for-
mation, and the mountalnous reglons fo
the north and west were denuded of
thelr forests centurles ago. The surface
soll of these mountuing hag been washoed
away and to reforest them would be o
muatter of grea* diMculty. The only nur.
seryman In this consular district ix Mr
1%, Bade, of the Tientsin Nursery, tiai-
dens, who is much Interested in tiee
culture. 1o raises various shade and or-
namental trees from seed, but the soll
of the Great §inin Ix wlkaline and ecom-
pauratively few varletles of trees will
flourish in it.  He has had the ot sue.
vess with the acacla.

A Brttish corporation engaged in min-

ne and shinping has o conpeesslon 0
conl mining in the Kalping dis.riet, about
SO milles northwest of Tlentsln, 1 Tha

nume of the manager may be obinined
frors the Purean of Munufactures.) The
surfiuee the reglon Is broken by hijls
G0 te 200 feet high, which are absalutely
Lare of trees, and the company hus be.
gun the work of afforestation. 1t a'
rewdy has 1LO00, 000 yvoune traes g owls
chiefly acacla, and is preparing to estah.
Hsh o nursery for them on an cextengivs
scale,

There are no Government foreatry of
ficlals, wchools of forestry or hortiey!
ture, magazines devoled to these sub-
Jecta or associations of foresters, nur-
servinen, scedsmen, ete, Iin China. At
Tsingtau, German China, afforestation has

{ the incense of the populace, those pitfalls | had a heart as brave as the hest Crusader | Leen successfully carried on by the Ger-

mun Gevernment,

American tourists and others travel-
Hug In forelgn countries could accomplizh
a great deal towand creating a market
for American products {f they would use

| a lttle tact and national pride by wvisit.

ing stores and shops and calling for some
American imade article.

No merchant will carry a class of
goods for which he has no demand:

| neither will there be a demand for a prod-

uct of which the publlic knows nothing
If the tourist and others would ecall for
Ameriean products when purchasing ar-
Ueles wlaond and net sccept the snb-
stitute offired them untll they have vis-

Cdted a4 number ot stores the merchants
twould soun begln to Inguire as to where

and how they could procure these goods

! to carry them in stock. The public would

also lenrn that thisa new product was In
demand and on the market and would
begin to make purchases.

1 make it a rule to visit as many stores
as possible when In forelgn countries (in-
variubly calllng for some American prod-
uet, but seldom finding 1t) for two rea-
gons, one Is to see the class of goods
curried, the price charged, the mode of
divpluy made and the manner of selling
thear the other (8 to see {f any Amerlcan
goods are handled, and If so what class
und to what extent and the price ob-
talned,

When statloned at
genting, 1 was
who huad been

Buenos Ayres, A:-
called upon by a lady,
v living there but a short
time, for the address of a certaln shoa
fuctory in the Unlted States which made
the kind of shoe she had been wearing.
The wddress was furnished and a palr
of shoes ordered through a merchant of
that city, In due course of time the
lady recelved the shoes and exhibited
them to some of her friends, who In
turn, belng well pleased with the neat-
ness and other qualities, gave orders for
this shoe fn the same way, Through the
efforts of these ladies ®o many others
made demands that the merchant was
vbliged to order by the case,

American publishers and bookbinders
generally, issuing publications which ma
be ueed In the troples, need to give ut-
tention to the matter of employing in
thelr work such materials us will not on.»
1esist the usual effects of & hot, aab P

vlimate, but which also will withstun! ‘

the onslaughts
Wurine,

This is of particular importance to ru
lishers of trade catalougues. Ilund: ¢
of  catalogues  of  AmMerican  DusiL
houses, prepared ot great expense o
buund in permanent board or cluth,
tructive (i design and caleulated tooer!
u place in a trade lbrary, are rulned b
two or three davs exposure In an offl
Many of them in whose binding ordins
glue is employed come apart as w 1
#ult of the dampness of the cllma
More of them ure demaged by the ravmsss
of insects, largely by cockroaches en'ing
1o siZink or giue Block In Lne M
the ecloth or board binding.  There
#lso other pesis to be guarded agal’
In thia line,

IFor some time the bureay of print
ing of the Government of the Philip
piniew has been carrylng on, with sati
factory results pariments in the use o

of varfous insects it

shecial glue st und sizing of varion”
muterials for book coverings, In ca)
book  Issued i85 inserted & printed

which usks the recipient to report to tio
burcau the experience had with that pe
theulur mort of  binding. Results
wutched and a record Is kept of the !
Valilmbat'® o TR LTI N s
binding maderials At present the publ
tions of the bureau wre belng lasued
bindings made from approved materts’
wnd the result §8 that these are proc'
colly  the only  publications received 0
this part of the world that are not ‘e
wediately ingured by local peats.




